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A year or so ago a new organization known as Reacciona Tijuana began slathering the city’s billboards with
uplifting slogans like “Tijuana needs to think and hear positively,” “Polluting Tijuana pollutes our hearts” and
“Tijuana is the sum of the actions of all  its inhabitants.” Later the nonprofit pep squad began teaming up with
Universidad Autonoma de Baja California art students to produce murals like this five-panel piece at Boulevard
Agua Caliente and Camino Nuevo in Colonia Marron. “Tijuana improves if its people do so,” it reads.

Now they’ve stepped up their efforts to intervening entire buildings. And they’ve invited the whole town to pitch in.

The group’s latest initiative, “The Collective Mind Paints the City,” led by local artists Luis Carrera-Maul and Luis
Garzón Masabó, recently took over the exterior walls of D’Arte Salon on Boulevard Agua Caliente near the site of
the old bullring.
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the old bullring.

Citizens were invited to vote for one of four colors — cyan, magenta, yellow or black — to determine the
sequencing of the dots. Nearly 600 people voted. While it looks random, the pattern horizontally follows the order
of votes received.

“This artistic strategy seeks to unite and share citizenship,” reads Reacciona’s website. “With the intention of
addressing the aesthetic experience horizontally, with the creation of a piece of art that depends on people.”

Detroit’s Heidelberg Project, polka-dot fans?

Photos courtesy of Reacciona Tijuana/Gabriela Posada de Real.
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We are Tijuego.
We believe that Sandieguinos are Tijuanenses, and Tijuanenses are Sandieguinos
We believe we are each other's media naranja, two halves of one whole city.
We believe in getting out of the house.
We believe that some things are worth crossing for.
We believe in a life lived on both sides.

Nosotros somos Tijuego.
Creemos que los Sandieguinos son Tijuanenses, y que los Tijuanenses son Sandieguinos.
Creemos que somos nuestras propias medias naranjas, dos mitades de una ciudad entera.
Creemos en salir de la casa.
Creemos que hay cosas por las que vale la pena cruzar la frontera.
Creemos en una vida en ambos lados.
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